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The Subjectivity of History As It Has Been Told: “The

System of Objects” in Tzeng Ching-wen’s Fiction

( Times New Roman 18577 » fHEE ~ B ~ 1.5(&175 -

M RATEIE A N RN

Chen Kuo-Wei

—

( Times New Roman 15555 > i#g » B+ > 1.5[F1T5

Abstract
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In line with a belief in and demand for realism, Tzeng Ching-wen invokes the use of

a “system of objects’ to create a unique writing style in his fiction. Through the symbolic

meaning of the objects, the specific history and space which he describes are pinpointed.

Objects in Tzeng Ching-wen’s work often develop into two orientations: The ‘object’

appropriately plays the role of time, referring to the time frame of real life; Also, the

‘object’ metaphorically refers to the passage of time or the occurrence of historical
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tragedy as perceived in the meaning of the character’s body. This paper attempts to
explore the temporal property of the ‘object’ and the metaphorical relations in the
subjectivity of the object/body/history, to show the unique use of the ‘system of objects’

in his writing.

Keywords: Tzeng Ching-wen, Object, Body, Time, History, Taiwan Literature, Fiction
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